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-they Hiavi-toldtheit: countrymen and conn-
ey eipdome phrtioulars of their story—at
g of the Geographical
Privdday evening. miee
Rl wﬁﬁh they will tell more ;
it Sl Fhbir: somplete story we must wait for
- ‘Fhéambnt inbadesting portions of what they
huve told.ussyet; hext to those main geogra-
phiigal Jsbdtemiontis: which wé have here Te-
: idd;  axd thelr accounts of some of the
ive African nittions who have their terri-
topies vound andihear Lake Nyanza. In the
ﬁi  wi domnt quite s cluster of such states

: v sqrrdunding the reservoir of the

- Nilgwalingamwesd; Usinss, Uhna, Drundj,
Ukige); X | Rardgwe, Ugatida, Ulumbi,

_ ‘gx;lmw ‘sog?a,-v;“"l?vnma, m.ra, Ukori,
Uk 'fiﬂho&&ci _Osptain. Speke's general
‘wecoutit of ‘the-populations of those states, at
thé of the Geographical Bociety, was

thutighey uto physically ‘and intellectually
supitior: to most-of the African’ populatidns,
iidikpobeilifo be friendly and honest when

“thdivy endd 8 won; but that they
““hnYera“groutudistrast of the white men,
owitig 'té the enbrmities committed by the

dlavestiuiters,” add thet, as their kings are
contiutially at-war with each other, travelling
oméhg:them is highly perilous. At the
el Institution he entered more into details
—giving his-sthnological views of tho various
Nyanizd poputations asa whole, and ing
ekpecinily of ‘the two kingdoms of Uganda
" and Keiragwe; situated-on the western margin
of the 1ake, The following is from the report
of his Jay ture in the T¥mes :—
y h{s‘;(} '&ﬁgg the physical characteristics of

6" tribes, Uaptain Bpeke cogsidered them to be
Qeslgiided: from the an%ientoz?) eginians-——an idea
confiriried; by’ the :teaditions of the people, who,
when questioned about their origin, always replied
that, - came from the north. These ancient
Abyssimans came down by degrees from the
novth, parrying all before them, and founding the
grégﬁimgrsom of Kittara, which was now split up
inbp,several minor ki:;ﬂioma through continual

: wars. A gingular tradition of the double
o these people was repeated to him by one
of the chiefs, who gravely told him that af one
timeé’ the inhabitants of Kittara were half black
and half white, one side of their heads having
curly hair, the other straight. The largest por-
tion of Kittara consists of the kingdom called
Unyoro.

n the most fertile-part of the shores of Lake
Nyanza is' Uganda, which is the most interesting
of all thie nations of equatorial Africa, being better
cultivated and better governed than any other.
Hero when a king dies all his sons aro burnt
except:his. sugpessor and two others, who are kept,
in’ ¢ase of accident, umtil the coronation, after
whiol. one is pensipned off and. the other banished.
Untidiness in dyess is a mgli:tsl crime, expiated
only by an engrmous fine. n‘grqtitude, or even
nagLotm ng to thank a n for & benefit con-
Jeérred, ix ;;vﬁnilﬁible. 6 court-customs are also
cuivions. "No “oiie is allowed'to stand before the
king; and to touch him or look at one of lus
women is death, believe implicitly in magic
and the evil eye; and the kings ave alwapg attended
by & oartain number of woimen crowned with dead

; and -bearing bowls of plantain wine in
theirhands. . . . On arriving at the eapital,
Captain Speke.found it necessmry to wrap up
all his presonts in chintz before sending them
to the king, ss nothi bareornakegcould
be ;looked: at by his Majesty. He found the
palace to consist of hundreds of conical tents,
spread over, the spur of a hill. Thousands of

courtigrs and Mj&e‘}lle ts were to be seen engaged
in eyery conceivable occupation, from playing on
mﬂﬁ_ ts to feeding the wan chickens.

2ical inftruments to feeding
O sending !61‘&‘30 the Xing that he wished for
an_intéryiew,  that monaroh sent back & sharp
m%!“ﬁ%k m T abten Fopis Sodin
and sent back word thmt ;mu I:sd;frinea A

oqurtier followed - hind, p ing “all kind
of eVl frolut b g:mﬁ%’é"&&"cf in Speko,
héwever, thirifled the: whola court, fxt:g“ and all,

by opaninff his umbrells, which. they, took to be
- & dpadly.wespon ;-and o chisir was dllowed him.
He was recoived by the king surrounded by hie
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oourt, and having by his side the women crowned
with dead ‘lizards to ward off the effects of theevil
eys. Aftor -on hour's silence, his Majesty said,
““ Have - seen me P’ and retired to another tent,
where the same prooess of staring was followed by
o similsr inquiry. The king went into & third
tent, and Captain Speke followed. This time,
b , the h deigned to examine Captain
Bpeke's Whitworth rifle. Captain 8peke told him
that it was the custom of the inbabitants of the
country of which he was a prince to make presents
of everything that they possessed to any kmf into
whose country they entered. He accordingly left
him several rifles and watohes, and & quantity of
ﬁunpowdm-. It was a long time, however, before

o gained his confidence. On leaving, the king
presented him with numerous very valuable pre-
sonts.

The King of Karagwe (whose name is Rumaniks)
is the most civilized of these native chiefs. Before

tering Uganda Ceptain Speke spent many days
with him. In and enlight ¢ he might
be compared with many Europeans. He owes
much of this to the influence of an Indian merchant
named Moussa Mzouri, who helped him also by
his advice to conquer his brother, with whom he
waa at war. Captain Speke was much entertained
with many of his questions, some of which were cer-
tainly suﬂ{ciently curious—such as what became of
the old suns, and why the moon made faces at the
earth. He also wanted to know whether England,
of which he bad heard from the ivory traders,
conld blow up the whole of Africa with gunpowder.
‘When the king heard that he was desirous of going
north he sent messengers to the King of Uganda
to prepare the way for him. While at the palace
the king took him yachting on Murchison Creek
for several days ; and he frequently went shooting
with the princes, who, when he had shot any-
thing, would rush up to and shake him heartily
by the hand—a custom little known in that part
of Africa.

We do not know thatall this is very hopeful.
As the thorough exploration of Africa is
perhaps the last pro%lem of geographical
enterprise reserved for the leading portion of
the human race, so, probably, the complete
subjection of its miscellaneous native popu-
lations to civilization and its influences is the
last and farthest-off moral problem. If we
were to make =a beginming round Lake
Nyanza, how should we set about it? Com-
merce and fair dealing, with missions to aid
—these are the strong and standard recipes
(and, by the bye, if Captain Speke is cor-
rectly reported, and has not misrepresented
himself, was ke quite true to the second
recipe in his talk with the King of
Uganda ¥) Those philanthropists who may be
called cotton-maniacs—inasmuch as they
never hear of a now place but they want

cotton to be grown in it, reason or no reason
—would, of course, add ({keir favourite
suggestion.  Meanwhile, at least, Cap-

tains sseke and Grant have increased our
knowledge. They have solved the great
African mystery and uncovered the head of
Nilus.

CURRENT LITERATURE.

LIFE OF VICTOR HUGO.

Victor Hugo raconté par un Témoin de sa Vie,
avec Buvres inédites de Victor Hugo, entre
autrgs un Drame en Trois Actes—'* Inez de
Castro.”  (Bruxelles et Leipzig: Lacroix,
Vorboeekhoven & Cie.)

FEW countries have produced such a

generation of literary men ag that which

‘ flamed out its thoughts” in France during

the fifteen years of the Restoration and the

reign of the Citizen-king. Such historians
a8 Quizot, Thiers, Michelet, and Thierry,
such preachers as Lacordaire, such song-
writers as Béranger, such poets as Victor

H‘:ﬁo' Lamartine, and Alfred de Musset,

such novelists as Balzac, are not born every

day; and yet these names represent but a

vory ow o -the men who earned distinction

during that wonderful period. There can be
fow more interesting subjects than the life,
character, and education of & man who ocen-
pied, as Viotor Hugo did, a distinguished

?osiﬁon among sucﬁ # generntion, and was

oremost in many of its battles. We have
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said *‘ a distinguished position:’ in man
respects it was the most disti i ;tory;
as a poet, ho stands, in our ju ent, un-
questionably the first, and the force and

originality of his prose iz certainly not in-
ferion lsoitha best, even to that of Michelet

The method adopted for giving the world
8 history of his life possesses sdfne novelty.
There are many autobiographies more or less
sincere, and there are mnumerable biogra-

‘phies written with every degree of friendliness

and hostility ; but this book professes to be
written bya *‘ witness of Victox&[ugo’s life”—
and report says it is the production of his wife.
As the work, which is without a preface, is
utterly silent on the subject of its authorship,
we are not in a position to spesk with an
dogree of certainty on the point; and we wi
only say that, if Madame Vietor Hugo be
indeed the authoress, she has scarcely faken
advantage of the knowledge she must. possess
to give us a full insight into her husband’s
character. We should have liked a more
complete account of the successive phases
through which his mind has gone, and of the
formation of his opinions; and we would
willingly have spared for such a purpose tho
whole of the seventy-eight pages devoted to
the question of the abolition of capital punish-
ments. Not that the argnments. which aro
there brought forward have no weight; on
the contrary, in their own sphere they aro
very powerful—though it is characteristic of
the eloquent poet that he nowhere in any of
the letters and speeches printed in that
chapter discusses, or attempts to discuss, tho
f;x_‘acticnl arguments usually brought against

18 favourite measure. But then, besides
that we have read much of it in his former
works, all this dissertaton is not, Victor Hugo's
life, nor, except in a distunt way, the history
of Victor Hugo's mind.

It will be easy to oxplain what we mean,
and to point out the want which we think
exists in this book. Victor Hugo began life
a staunch royalist, and many of his earlier
poems are in_honour of the Bourbons; he
18 now a republican, and on many points an
ultra-democrat. Thisis a very great and a
vory radical change, and it is important
that we should know by what causes it
was effested, and what were its successive
phases; yet the book scarcely gives us any
answor to these very natur uestions.
Another similar want, and one which can bo
remedied still less, inasmuch as we can to a
cortain extent gather Victor Hugo’s own
mind from his books, is the absence of any
definite character of his mother. Weo arc
told, indeed, that she was a Voltairian in
religion and a royalist in politics, and,
further, that she exercised an enormour
influence over her sons, who were devoted to
her. Dut this is not enough; it gives us,
indeed, a bare outline, but 1t does not con-
stitute a mental portrait, such as Titian
or Vandyke would have given - of the
body—a portrait by which we might
know the persons as if we had lived with
them.

Having made these remarks, we havo
nothing further to sey in disparagement of
the book. It is often eloguent, occasionally
amusing, and generally interesting ; snd the
style shows by wany affinities that the
author has mnot only been o * witness of
Victor Hugo's life,” but a constant student
of his me of thought and of writing.
His first literary labours, his early efforts,
his travels, his relations with literary men
and artists, and the failures and successes of
his dramas, are well described ; and, as there
are few of the notables of the period with
whom he did not in some way or other
come into contact, there are na.tqra.lly many
pleasait anecdotes and scraps of information
to be given concerning them. The following
was his first introduction—if introduction it
may be called—to the great liberal journalist
Armand Carrel :—

Victor Hugo was callm% one day on M: Rabbe
tho sub-editor of the Tablettes Universelles). Af
iscussion arosc between them on the subject o






