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Francis Galton, aged 66, from the copperplate prepared for Biometrika, Vol. 11.
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PREFACE
é (GAIN atter a long interval the third and final volume of this Life appears.

The delay 1s traceable to the same difficulties as arose in the case of the
second volume, namely the high cost of producing nowadays a work of this
character. As 1t was the generous help of Mr Lewis Haslam which enabled
the second volume to be printed, so I have to record my gratitude to two
friends who have assisted me to obtain the funds requisite on the present
occasion. In the first place Professor Henry A. Ruger of Columbia University,
New York, a former postgraduate worker in the Galton Laboratory, interested
Miss Dorothy Chase Rowell in Galton’s writings, and in the second place
Dr F. A. Freeth reported my need to Mr Henry Mond. I wish to place on
record here my deep gratitude to Miss Rowell and Mr Mond, whose gifts so

far supplemented the proceeds of the sales of the first two volumes that
I ventured to send the third to press.

It may be said that a shorter and less elaborate work would have supplied
all that was needful. I do not think so, and there are two aspects of the
matter to which I should like to refer. The writer of biographies usually
belongs to the literary world, and is too often a minor light of that world.
I have no claim to literary distinction of any order. I have written my ac-
- count because I loved my friend and had sufficient knowledge to understand
his aims and the meaning of his life for the science of the future. T have
had to give up much of my time during the past twenty years to labour
which lay outside my proper field, and that very fact induced me from the start
to say, that if I spend my heritage in writing a biography it shall be done to
satisfy myself and without regard to traditional standards, to the needs of
publishers or to the tastes of the reading public. I will paint my portrait of
a size and colouring to please myself, and disregard at each stage circulation,
sale or profit. Biography is thankless work, but at least one can get delight in
writing it, 1f one writes exactly as one chooses and without regard to the
outside world! In the process one will learn to know—as intimately as any
human being can know another—a personality not one’s own; that is the joy
of spending years over a blography where there is a wealth of material
touching the mental output, the character and even the physical appearance
of the subject. a _

If a work 1s to be printed, even twenty years after a man is dead some
things, some strong opinions and some names, must still be omitted. Our
lives are too closely entwined with those of others not to call for some
reticence even after two decades have elapsed. Still I think the reader will
find in these volumes a portrait of Galton which represents without undue
repression, and without uneritical adulation, the man as I knew him, and as
I have learnt from his writings and letters to interpret him.
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The farther aspect of the matter lies in the opinion I have formed of what
Galton’s influence will be upon the future. Even since his death I see what
strides in public acceptance the doctrine he preached has made. The dominant
race of the future, the leading nation of civilisation, will not be the one with
the greatest material resources, nay, not even the one with the greatest
wealth of tradition: it will be the one which can claim to have the finest
breed of men and women, physically and mentally. Civilisation has gained
nothing from rivalry in destructive warfare; it can gain enormously from
the rivalry of nations in rearing their future generations from the most
efficient of their citizens. Galton was the first to realise this great truth, to
preach it as a moral code, and to lay the foundations of the new science which
it demands of man. In the centuries to come, when the principles of Eugenics
shall be commonplaces of social conduct and of politics, men, whatever their
race, will desire to know all that is knowable about one of the greatest,
perhaps the greatest scientist of the nineteenth century. 1 have endeavoured
to put together many things of which the knowledge in another fifty years will
have perished, or not improbably the documents on which that knowledge
could be based will be distributed in many directions. 1 have to the extent of
my judgment and powers given an account of Galton’s scientific work and
of his social ideas, so that all that is essential to an appreciation of his labour
and thought will be found in these volumes without the need for continual
reference to widely scattered papers, and in the future to still more widely
scattered letters.

With regard to Francis Galton’s letters a word must be said here. 1 owe
a deep debt of thanks to his relatives and friends for the immense mass of °
correspondence which has been placed at my disposal. Galton’s own letters
cover a period of at least eighty-five years, and the family letters stretch
over a century. During that time profound changes have taken place in the
manner of thought and in the habits of the dwellers 1in this country, and
nothing can illustrate these changes better than the letters interchanged .
between the members, old and young, of a large family. We learn from such
a century of letters much of the social history of our own country. We pass
from an age when people travelled on horseback or in coaches to an epoch of
aeroplanes and motor-boats; we note that 1t was once an open question
whether it was wiser to invest in canal or raillway shares, and we trace the
changes from private to joint-stock banks. We see brought forcibly before
us the passage from sail to steam; and-—as the chief interest—we grasp how
this evolution influenced the minds of those who were spectators of it. This
century of Galton family letters would in the future be of high value to the
social historian of our country, and it 1s with grief that I think of its disper-
sion. In a biography like the present there 1s small excuse for publishing
letters which do not directly bear on the characterisation of its subject, but
in picking out for publication letters from the many placed at my disposal
my delight in social history may have occasionally led me to err in choosing
letters which depict Galton’s family environment even more significantly
than they illustrate his keen affection for four generations of his kinsfolk.
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While the circumstances detailed in the preface to my second volume led to
a great extension of the original plan of this work, I felt the exclusion of
many of these charming family letters was not justified by the introduction
of so much scientific detail, and thus I have added them as an additional
chapter to this volume. To Galton’s niece, Mrs Lethbridge, I owe the privilege
of publishing the selection from letters which, after the death of his sister
Emma 1n 1904, her Uncle wrote to her almost weekly. They give the most
perfect characterisation of Galton in his relationship to his family.

One apology I must make if the reader feels that in the chapter on the
last decade of Galton’s life the biographer has introduced too much of himself.
To me that last decade was essentially bound up with our joint work for a
subject we both had closely at heart; and I believe that for Galton himself our
common aim—the establishment of Eugenics as an accepted branch of science—
was a leading, 1f not the principal, purpose of those years. My own enthusiasm
may possibly have deceived me, but I believe Galton during that decade lived
more 1n the struggles and difficulties of our infant Laboratory than in any
other phase of his wide interests. The sympathy and help he always so readily
tendered to his friends may again have misled me, but I think the history
of the Laboratory he founded and finally endowed was also the essential
history of his own life in those last years. At any rate such is the aspect of
Galton’s many-sided nature that I then saw most closely, and it is accordingly
that which I am best fitted to render account of. To me his final crusade for
eugenic principles was the crowning phase of a life whose labours in medicine,
evolution, anthropology, psychology, heredity and statistics directly fitted
him to be the teacher and prophet of the new faith.

-1 have to express my gratitude to various societies and editors of journals

for permission to reproduce the illustrations that accompanied Francis
Galton's letters and papers. In particular, to the Royal Institution for
permission to use the figures illustrating Galton’s lectures of 1877, to the
Royal Anthropological Institute for permission to use the diagrams of
Galton’s memoir of 1885; and to the Editor of Nature for permission to use
Galton’s diagrams or other figures from that journal. The permission of the
Royal Society to reproduce illustrations to Galton’s memoirs was granted
when my second volume was published. The copyright in Galton’s books
belongs to the University of London. The copyright in most of the letters
and photographs belongs to those members of the Galton and Darwin families
who provided me with them, and permission to reproduce them again must
be obtained from those members, as well as from myself (if the second repro-
duction be made from this volume). |

While I must again renew my thanks to many who have aided me in this
as 1n the earlier volumes, I am under deep obligations to my colleagues Pro-
tessor C. J. Sisson and Miss Ethel M. Elderton for assistance in the toil of proof-
reading; if in a few instances I have not followed their obviously better
judgment, I trust they will not despise me for being of a perverse heart. To
Dr Julia Bell I owe the expenditure of too many of her free hours for several
years in the preparation of the ample index to this work; while to my Wife,

b
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Margaret V. Pearson, I am indebted for the heavy task of aiding in selecting
and of afterwards transcribing the numerous letters and papers, which has
very greatly lightened my own labours. I cannot conclude without a word of
thanks for the care which my printers, the Cambridge University Press, have
devoted to the preparation of this work and the endeavours they have always
made to meet the very varied requirements of its illustration.

KARL PEARSON.

THE GALTON LABORATORY,
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.
March 22, 1930.
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(Mary Mavdleyn, Digby Mystery.)
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ERRATA TO VOLUME 1

p- 3. Lines 11 and 19-20, for “ John Hubert Barclay Galton ” read “ Hubert John Barclay Galton.

p. 160. Plate LI. The long horizontal object above the mantel-mirror is an oriental pipe not
a lance.

p- 161. On p. 160 we see that Tertius Galton was proposing a visit to the English Lakes, and it
would appear from Emma Galton’s diary that this actually took place. It is not clear whether Tertius
Galton’s serious illness occurred at Keswick in the English Lakes, or at ¢ Keswick ” the home of the
Gurneys near Norwich on the homeward journey. In the letter on p. 162 Galton is speaking of Keswick

in the Lakes, but it is not always easy in the diaries of Emma and Francis to distinguish between visits
to Lakeland and to the Gurneys’ home.

p. 168. Line 9. The mysterious “Missourian” of Galton’s letter to his Father is very probably
Galton’s misspelling for “ Mesosaurian.” Not only in his boyhood and his college days, but even to the
last decade of his life, Galton’s spellings could be erratic. In one of his letters to me he excuses his
spelling by the darkness in which he is writing. It is probable therefore that he judged the spelling of

words by seeing them, and he may only have Aeard this fossil lizard spoken of, and not seen the name
written. |

Pedigree Plate A. Immediate Ancestry and Collaterals of Sir Francis Galton in pocket at end of
Vol. 1. Last line but one, seventh column of names, for “F. M. Cormford ” read “ F. M. Cornford.”
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