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Fire BricaDEs IN CANTON.

Such foreigners as have been present at
iarge fires in Canton cannot but have observ-
ed not only the comparative rapidity with
which they were extinguished, but also the
remarkable system and order exhibited in
the manner of performing that apparently
difficult task. As Cauton has been the first
city in China to adopt the European style
of fire-extinguishing apparatus, and has
long disused the simple bucket of water
system prevailing in most other parts of the
Empire, it may not be uninteresting to
gome of the foreign residents in this part of
the world to learn something of the organi-
zation of the fire brigades which abound in
that city, and the services of which cannot
be too highly praised. It is difficult to
ascertain the exact date of the adoption by
the Cantonese of the European fire-cngine,
but tradition assets that thoy were so struck

| with the sin-)p}icity and usefulness of thos

in the East India Company’s Factory that
they at once saw the advantage of having
similar means of suppressing fires in their
crowded city, where fires during the winter
are almost of weekly occurrence. Be this
tradition correct or not, it is a fact that fire
engines have been for some time in use in
Canton, and that several manufactories of
them exist there, whence they are sent to
the larger cities of the Kwangtung province,
and probably to the other provinces also.
The Cantonese system of working their
engines is remarkably simple and effective.
Let us imagine that a ward or street has no
means of extinguishing the fires that occur
in it, and that the inhabitants resolve that
they shall not only be able to protect their
own property, but to give assistance in the
saving of honses ir any other quarter, how-
ever distant—(which assistance is always
readily and cheerfully granted.) A meeting
of the principal inhabitauts is convencd ab
the district or street temple (such buildings
being used as town halls where all municipal
business is transacted) ; measures are taken
for the purchase of a five engine, an to pro-
vide funds for keepingit permanentily in good
order, and for paying gratuities to the fiveni-
en. This latter object is easily effected, as
on the principal festival days, contributions
are given. The management of the funds is
entrusted to the chief inhabitants in rota-
tion or to one of the temple priests dele-
gated by them. To secure firemen and
athers for the working of the engine, lots are
generally drawn, the sbops thus selected
having to provide the necessary number of
men to form a fire brigade. In some cases,
however, volunteers are simply called for.
No matter how the men are found, to each
of them is assigned a particular duty after
having been asked what post he thinks him-
self qualified to fill. Some merchant guilds
possess engines of their own, in which
case they are kept in the guildhalls ; and
even rich private individuals are said, now
and then, to purchase and place engines at
the disposal of the public. When an engineis
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Querises. . : GEoLOGICAL CHANGE oN THE CoAsTs oF

HeredITary Gentvs,—I should be great- - CEINA AND Jarax.—The following from
1y oblige ta such of your readers as would | the Athencaim has been quoted in several
obtain for me from their Chinese literate'’ ne:\"spapers_.
friends, trustworthy information as to. °‘(eological change appears to be more
whether the history of public competition ¥?‘Rlll- or more obvions, along the coasts of
in China, tends to shew that certain fami- | “hina and Japan and the country to the
lies are eminently endowed with schnlasticinortl’w"“'ds than in other parts of the
ability. I speak especially of the highest: “'91'1{}- The changes that have taken place
order of talent, as tested by those examina- | \vnh_m the memory O.f man are almost -
tions ; whether or when it has happened credible.  The land is elevated, and gains
that the foremost piace of the year, the on the sea. Mr Bickmore, an American
Chuang Yuan, as T am informed it is called,  traveller, has made careful observations
has been won by brothers, by father and | from Canton up to the mouth of the Amoor
son, by grandfather and grandson, by nncle ' river, and his general cnx'mlumfn{ is, that
and nephew, or by cousins,—the three latter | the facts, taken in connection with the dry
being reckoned cither on the paternal or Peds of friths and bays along the Siberian
maternal side. I am assured that although | borders of the Arctic Ucean, and the rem-
the Chinese examinations at the preseut day  nant of the old gulf that once washed the
are reputed unfair they bave not invariably | eastern flank of the Ural, enable the geolo-
been subject to suspicion ; on the contrary, | gist to form an idea of the large increase
that during the numerous centuries over ' of the Asiatic antn;,ent within a compara-
which the history of these examinations ex- mvely recm!t‘penod’. .
tends, there have been many golden periods, | Is Mr Bickmore’s conclusion borne ou
when they were condacted with perfect | bY other geoloyical observers? My own ob-
pureness and when the foreniost distinctions | servations in  Hainan, Kwangtung and
fell to the ablest scholars. It wounld there i Euhklep, have afforded no support to this
fore be of considerable moment, in answer- conelusion, and .the geological notes on
ing my queries, to append some remarks (‘ﬂ_‘*’r p:l_rts of China, as fj“' north as Shang-
that would indicate the real merits of those | hai, ,Whmh_ havg from time to time been
successful candidates that were related to ' Published in this country, likewise tend to
gether.  suggest that the ‘‘ American traveller” has

Again, T would ask, are any of the fore- ; i the present case availed of traveller’s
most rank of classical authors in China,  license, so far at least as the southern part
whether poets or historians, members of the of China, from Hairan to the Yang-tsz, is
same family within the degrees I have jndi- | included in his remarks above quoted.
cated above, or are any of them related ini Canton. THEOS. SAMPSON.
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Tar Reiex oF Pixa Tr—Can a
your readers tell me whether any sat
tory explanation has ever been given «
““‘remarkable coincidence in the nar
the 12th Emperor (of the Han Dyn
who ascended the throne in the ye
Immanuel’s advent, and after a rei
five years received the title of ZF‘: 'X%‘
ti, Prince of Peace”—mentioned b
charoff in his Chronology of the Chi
It may have been frequently explaine
fore, but I have not yet seen a satisf:
solution of the strange coincidence.

Hongkong. InquIir

ANTI-MARRIAGE ASSOCIATIONS, —I
heard that in some part of the Provi
Kwang-tung, and I think in the D
called Shun-teh, a custom exists amor
married girls of forming associatior
which each member is pledged tor
unmarried avd to contribute mutua
need be, to each other’s support. Is
any foundation for this story, and if s
any reader of N. & ). throw any lig
the subject and constitution of these
ties? Do the members leave their i
abodes ! The idea is so much oppo
the ordinary notions of the Chinese t
true) the voluntary rejection of the m
state must be prompted by some pc
local circumstances. F

GrowTH oF ‘“HaIr” oN TitE Son
the History of the Ming Dynasty, und
first year of the reign of Siian Tek
1426) the following statement is reco

HAH R R AR
translate rightly): ‘At the Capital the
produced hairs a foot and more in le)
What is the meaning of this stateme:
have sought in vain among Chinese
intelligible explanation.

OricIN oF DraGoN Boars.—It i
amusing to see the Chinese pulling th

gon Boats (iﬂ'\ ﬁg fi%) on the 5th
every 5th moon. Can any of ther
of Notes and Queries inform me the ¢
the introduction and origin of the ¢
existing in China?
L. K. Cnu1
Foochow, 8th August, 1868,

THE FORMER ACCOUNT OF PENANG.
am writing a Chinese book respectir
early intercourse between Foreigne:
the Chinese for the information of
friends, 1 venture to compile all possi
formation from the papers at my di
and it is my wish to give the book as
resting a feature as I possibly can




